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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Kay Ivey 
Governor of Alabama 

CC: The Honorable Steve Marshall, Attorney General of Alabama 
CC: The Honorable Wes Allen, Secretary of State of Alabama 

 

Dear Governor Ivey: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Mike Dunleavy 
Governor of Alaska 

CC: The Honorable Cori Mills, Attorney General of Alaska 

 

Dear Governor Dunleavy: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 
efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 
Executive Director 

Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Katie Hobbs 
Governor of Arizona 

CC: The Honorable Kris Mayes, Attorney General of Arizona 
CC: The Honorable Adrian Fontes, Secretary of State of Arizona 

 

Dear Governor Hobbs: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Sarah Huckabee Sanders 
Governor of Arkansas 

CC: The Honorable Tim Griffin, Attorney General of Arkansas 
CC: The Honorable Cole Jester, Secretary of State of Arkansas 

 

Dear Governor Huckabee Sanders: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Gavin Newsom 
Governor of California 

CC: The Honorable Rob Bonta, Attorney General of California 
CC: The Honorable Shirley Weber, Secretary of State of California 

 

Dear Governor Newsom: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Jared Polis 
Governor of Colorado 

CC: The Honorable Philip Weiser, Attorney General of Colorado 
CC: The Honorable Jena Griswold, Secretary of State of Colorado 

 

Dear Governor Polis: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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The Honorable Ned Lamont 
Governor of Connecticut 

CC: The Honorable William Tong, Attorney General of Connecticut 
CC: The Honorable Stephanie Thomas, Secretary of the State of Connecticut 

 

Dear Governor Lamont: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Matt Meyer 
Governor of Delaware 

CC: The Honorable Kathy Jennings, Attorney General of Delaware 
CC: The Honorable Charuni Patibanda-Sanchez, Secretary of State of Delaware 

 

Dear Governor Meyer: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Ron DeSantis 
Governor of Florida 

CC: The Honorable James Uthmeier, Attorney General of Florida 
CC: The Honorable Cord Byrd, Secretary of State of Florida 

 

Dear Governor DeSantis: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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The Honorable Brian Kemp 
Governor of Georgia 

CC: The Honorable Christopher Carr, Attorney General of Georgia 
CC: The Honorable Brad Raffensperger, Secretary of State of Georgia 

 

Dear Governor Kemp: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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The Honorable Josh Green 
Governor of Hawaii 

CC: The Honorable Anne Lopez, Attorney General of Hawaii 
 

Dear Governor Green: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Brad Little 
Governor of Idaho 

CC: The Honorable Raúl Labrador, Attorney General of Idaho 
CC: The Honorable Phil McGrane, Secretary of State of Idaho 

 

Dear Governor Little: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable JB Pritzker 
Governor of Illinois 

CC: The Honorable Kwame Raoul, Attorney General of Illinois 
CC: The Honorable Alexi Giannoulias, Secretary of State of Illinois 

 

Dear Governor Pritzker: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Mike Braun 
Governor of Indiana 

CC: The Honorable Todd Rokita, Attorney General of Indiana 
CC: The Honorable Diego Morales, Secretary of State of Indiana 

 

Dear Governor Braun: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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The Honorable Kim Reynolds 
Governor of Iowa 

CC: The Honorable Brenna Bird, Attorney General of Iowa 
CC: The Honorable Paul Pate, Secretary of State of Iowa 

 

Dear Governor Reynolds: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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The Honorable Laura Kelly 
Governor of Kansas 

CC: The Honorable Kris Kobach, Attorney General of Kansas 
CC: The Honorable Scott Schwab, Secretary of State of Kansas 

 

Dear Governor Kelly: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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The Honorable Andy Beshear 
Governor of Kentucky 

CC: The Honorable Russell Coleman, Attorney General of Kentucky 
CC: The Honorable Michael Adams, Secretary of State of Kentucky 

 

Dear Governor Beshear: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/


 

   

                       107 S. West St., Ste 442 

Alexandria, VA 22314 

AmericansforPublicTrust.org 

202.656.5175 

July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Jeff Landry 
Governor of Louisiana 

CC: The Honorable Liz Murrill, Attorney General of Louisiana 
CC: The Honorable Nancy Landry, Secretary of State of Louisiana 

 

Dear Governor Landry: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Janet Mills 
Governor of Maine 

CC: The Honorable Aaron Frey, Attorney General of Maine 
CC: The Honorable Shenna Bellows, Secretary of State of Maine 

 

Dear Governor Mills: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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The Honorable Wes Moore 
Governor of Maryland 

CC: The Honorable Anthony G. Brown, Attorney General of Maryland 
CC: The Honorable Susan C. Lee, Secretary of State of Maryland 

 

Dear Governor Moore: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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The Honorable Maura Healey 
Governor of Massachusetts 

CC: The Honorable Andrea Joy Campbell, Attorney General of Massachusetts 
CC: The Honorable William Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

 

Dear Governor Healey: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Gretchen Whitmer 
Governor of Michigan 

CC: The Honorable Dana Nessel, Attorney General of Michigan 
CC: The Honorable Jocelyn Benson, Secretary of State of Michigan 

 

Dear Governor Whitmer: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Tim Walz 
Governor of Minnesota 

CC: The Honorable Keith Ellison, Attorney General of Minnesota 
CC: The Honorable Steve Simon, Secretary of State of Minnesota 

 

Dear Governor Walz: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Tate Reeves 
Governor of Mississippi 

CC: The Honorable Lynn Fitch, Attorney General of Mississippi 
CC: The Honorable Michael Watson Jr., Secretary of State of Mississippi 

 

Dear Governor Reeves: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Mike Kehoe 
Governor of Missouri 

CC: The Honorable Catherine Hanaway, Attorney General of Missouri 
CC: The Honorable Denny Hoskins, Secretary of State of Missouri 

 

Dear Governor Kehoe: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Greg Gianforte 
Governor of Montana 

CC: The Honorable Austin Knudsen, Attorney General of Montana 
CC: The Honorable Christi Jacobsen, Secretary of State of Montana 

 

Dear Governor Gianforte: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Jim Pillen 
Governor of Nebraska 

CC: The Honorable Mike Hilgers, Attorney General of Nebraska 
CC: The Honorable Robert Evnen, Secretary of State of Nebraska 

 

Dear Governor Pillen: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Joe Lombardo 
Governor of Nevada 

CC: The Honorable Aaron D. Ford, Attorney General of Nevada 
CC: The Honorable Francisco Aguilar, Secretary of State of Nevada 

 

Dear Governor Lombardo: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Kelly Ayotte 
Governor of New Hampshire 

CC: The Honorable John Formella, Attorney General of New Hampshire 
CC: The Honorable David Scanlan, Secretary of State of New Hampshire 

 

Dear Governor Ayotte: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/


 

   

                       107 S. West St., Ste 442 

Alexandria, VA 22314 

AmericansforPublicTrust.org 

202.656.5175 

July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Mikie Sherrill 
Governor of New Jersey 

CC: The Honorable Jennifer Davenport, Attorney General of New Jersey 
CC: The Honorable Dale Caldwell, Secretary of State of New Jersey 

 

Dear Governor Sherrill: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Michelle Lujan Grisham 
Governor of New Mexico 

CC: The Honorable Raúl Torrez, Attorney General of New Mexico 
CC: The Honorable Maggie Toulouse Oliver, Secretary of State of New Mexico 

 

Dear Governor Lujan Grisham: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Kathy Hochul 
Governor of New York 

CC: The Honorable Letitia A. James, Attorney General of New York 
CC: The Honorable Walter Mosley, Secretary of State of New York 

 

Dear Governor Hochul: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Josh Stein 
Governor of North Carolina 

CC: The Honorable Jeff Jackson, Attorney General of North Carolina 
CC: The Honorable Elaine Marshall, Secretary of State of North Carolina 

 

Dear Governor Stein: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Kelly Armstrong 
Governor of North Dakota 

CC: The Honorable Drew Wrigley, Attorney General of North Dakota 
CC: The Honorable Michael Howe, Secretary of State of North Dakota 

 

Dear Governor Armstrong: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Mike DeWine 
Governor of Ohio 

CC: The Honorable Andy Wilson, Attorney General of Ohio 
CC: The Honorable Frank LaRose, Secretary of State of Ohio 

 

Dear Governor DeWine: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Kevin Stitt 
Governor of Oklahoma 

CC: The Honorable Gentner Drummond, Attorney General of Oklahoma 
CC: The Honorable Benjamin M. Lepak, Secretary of State of Oklahoma 

 

Dear Governor Stitt: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Tina Kotek 
Governor of Oregon 

CC: The Honorable Dan Rayfield, Attorney General of Oregon 
CC: The Honorable Tobias Read, Secretary of State of Oregon 

 

Dear Governor Kotek: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Josh Shapiro 
Governor of Pennsylvania 

CC: The Honorable Dave Sunday, Attorney General of Pennsylvania 
CC: The Honorable Al Schmidt, Secretary of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

 

Dear Governor Shapiro: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Dan McKee 
Governor of Rhode Island 

CC: The Honorable Peter Neronha, Attorney General of Rhode Island 
CC: The Honorable Gregg Amore, Secretary of State of Rhode Island 

 

Dear Governor McKee: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Henry McMaster 
Governor of South Carolina 

CC: The Honorable Alan Wilson, Attorney General of South Carolina 
CC: The Honorable Mark Hammond, Secretary of State of South Carolina 

 

Dear Governor McMaster: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Larry Rhoden 
Governor of South Dakota 

CC: The Honorable Marty Jackley, Attorney General of South Dakota 
CC: The Honorable Monae Johnson, Secretary of State of South Dakota 

 

Dear Governor Rhoden: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Bill Lee 
Governor of Tennessee 

CC: The Honorable Jonathan Skrmetti, Attorney General of Tennessee 
CC: The Honorable Tre Hargett, Secretary of State of Tennessee 

 

Dear Governor Lee: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Greg Abbott 
Governor of Texas 

CC: The Honorable Ken Paxton, Attorney General of Texas 
CC: The Honorable Robert Howden, Secretary of State of Texas 

 

Dear Governor Abbott: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Spencer Cox 
Governor of Utah 

CC: The Honorable Derek E. Brown, Attorney General of Utah 

 

Dear Governor Cox: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 
efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 
Executive Director 

Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Phil Scott 
Governor of Vermont 

CC: The Honorable Charity R. Clark, Attorney General of Vermont 
CC: The Honorable Sarah Copeland Hanzas, Secretary of State of Vermont 

 

Dear Governor Scott: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Abigail Spanberger 
Governor of Virginia 

CC: The Honorable Jay Jones, Attorney General of Virginia 
CC: The Honorable Candi Mundon King, Secretary of the Commonwealth of Virginia 

 

Dear Governor Spanberger: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Bob Ferguson 
Governor of Washington 

CC: The Honorable Nick Brown, Attorney General of Washington 
CC: The Honorable Steve Hobbs, Secretary of State of Washington 

 

Dear Governor Ferguson: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Patrick Morrisey 
Governor of West Virginia 

CC: The Honorable John B. McCuskey, Attorney General of West Virginia 
CC: The Honorable Kris Warner, Secretary of State of West Virginia 

 

Dear Governor Morrisey: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Tony Evers 
Governor of Wisconsin 

CC: The Honorable Josh Kaul, Attorney General of Wisconsin 
CC: The Honorable Sarah Godlewski, Secretary of State of Wisconsin 

 

Dear Governor Evers: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/
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July 31, 2026 

 

The Honorable Mark Gordon 
Governor of Wyoming 

CC: The Honorable Keith Kautz, Attorney General of Wyoming 
CC: The Honorable Chuck Gray, Secretary of State of Wyoming 

 

Dear Governor Gordon: 

 
On behalf of Americans for Public Trust, a nonprofit dedicated to restoring trust in government and promoting 

transparency and accountability, I urge you and your administration to learn more about the flow of foreign 

money influencing our political system. Our first-of-its-kind database, FollowForeignMoney.org, catalogs 

more than $5 billion flowing from foreign governments, foreign nationals, and foreign “charities” into U.S.-

based nonprofits shaping politics and public policy in our country. 

 

As the 2026 election season accelerates, Americans are rightfully focused on protecting our institutions from 

improper outside influence. While federal law bars foreign nationals from contributing directly to candidates 

and campaigns, significant loopholes remain. These allow foreign money to enter the American political 

ecosystem through tax-exempt entities, advocacy organizations, ballot measure committees, voter-registration 

efforts, litigation, and other influence operations that shape law and policy well beyond any single race. 

 

The public deserves transparency - and demands accountability - when it comes to the foreign interests and 

complex web of nonprofits quietly using foreign money to affect federal, state, and local policy outcomes. 

 

Many foreign-backed U.S. advocacy groups influence the political landscape through lobbying, litigation, 

organizing, protests, ad campaigns, and ballot issue campaigns. APT has produced numerous reports, which 

are also linked on the database website, chronicling the ideological motivations of the many groups tangled in 

this complex funding web. 

 

Our database can be used by your administration as a tool to identify which organizations are receiving foreign 

money, how those funds are being routed, and whether existing laws are preventing foreign actors from 

influencing political outcomes through indirect means. 

 

Americans for Public Trust’s state legislative tracker shows a growing movement to confront foreign funding 

in ballot measure campaigns, and APT has highlighted recent efforts to close this foreign influence loophole in 

states such as Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. Those steps are important, but the challenge is broader than 

ballot initiatives alone. 

 

This issue should not be partisan. Americans of all ideological backgrounds agree that our nation’s laws, 

elections, and public debates should be shaped by American citizens and lawful domestic stakeholders, not by 

foreign billionaires, foreign “charities,” or overseas entities exploiting legal loopholes. We created this 

database because our leaders cannot combat this threat in the dark. The information is available. The threat is 

real. And with the midterm elections approaching, the time is now. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Sutherland 

Executive Director 
Americans for Public Trust 

https://followforeignmoney.org/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/report-over-2-65-billion-in-foreign-money-influencing-u-s-politics/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/reports/foreign-charities-fueling-extreme-policies-in-the-u-s/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/stop-foreign-funding/

