
TIMELINE: How APT Exposed the CDC’s Collusion with Teachers’
Unions That Kept Kids Out of School

DECEMBER (2020)

● 8th – Joe Biden pledges to reopen most schools during his first 100 days in office.

● 20th – CDC panel votes to give frontline essential workers – including teachers – access to
vaccines after healthcare workers.

JANUARY

● 17th – Three days before being sworn in, Rochelle Walensky tells CBS that she and Joe Biden
share the goal of ensuring K-8 schools reopen in the first 100 days.

o WALENSKY: “You know, I think that this is a-- and-- a goal that the President-elect has.
I share the goal. We are going to look carefully. One of the things we want to do is make
sure that we can vaccinate our educate-- our educators and people in our school
systems. We certainly don’t want to open schools if they are not safe.”

● 21st – Joe Biden releases national COVID-19 response strategy that includes strategy to
prioritize reopening K-8 schools.

● 26th – CDC researchers state there is “little evidence that schools have contributed
meaningfully to increased community transmission.”

● 30th – Four days after the CDC found schools were not meaningfully contributing to the spread
of COVID, Walensky begins calls with teachers’ unions on the school reopening guidance.

FEBRUARY

● 1st – A day after a call on school reopening guidance, AFT thanks CDC for “rich discussion”
and for “openness” to suggestions from Randi Weingarten, including being “able to review a
copy of the draft guidance document over the weekend” and were “able to provide some
initial feedback” to “strengthen the document.”
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https://www.politico.com/news/2020/12/08/biden-pledges-vaccinations-reopen-schools-443733
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/12/20/cdc-panel-says-frontline-essential-workers-people-75-years-and-older-should-get-covid-vaccine-next.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/s0120-rochelle-walensky.html
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/full-transcript-of-face-the-nation-on-january-17-2021/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/21/us/politics/biden-coronavirus-response.html
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2775875?guestAccessKey=9961f22d-99e6-4861-8fa6-cf0b3463ef92&utm_source=For_The_Media&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ftm_links&utm_content=tfl&utm_term=012621
https://14n.815.myftpupload.com/document/cdc-responsive-records/
https://nypost.com/2021/05/01/teachers-union-collaborated-with-cdc-on-school-reopening-emails/


● 3rd – Walensky emails AFT and others to assure them that their suggestions were “being
worked into (with just a few small tweaks) the school opening guidance,” thanking them for
their “partnership.”
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https://14n.815.myftpupload.com/document/cdc-responsive-records/


● 3rd – AFT thanks Walensky for her team’s “responsiveness” and “commitment to partnership”
with them.

● 7th – Walensky and Randi Weingarten have a 15 minute call.
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https://14n.815.myftpupload.com/document/cdc-responsive-records/
https://14n.815.myftpupload.com/document/cdc-responsive-records/


● 7th – AFT and NEA ask the White House and CDC for help shaping their press strategy ahead
of school guidance release.

● 8th – Emails show the Biden administration is considering “labor issues” and “teacher contract
negotiations” as a part of their reopening guidance.
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https://americansforpublictrust.org/news/new-documents-show-teachers-unions-had-bigger-hand-in-cdc-school-guidance-than-previously-reported/
https://americansforpublictrust.org/news/new-emails-show-white-house-considered-teachers-unions-labor-disputes-before-releasing-school-guidance/


● 11th – AFT emails Rochelle Walensky suggesting new language for the CDC’s forthcoming
guidance on reopening schools.
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https://www.foxnews.com/politics/teachers-unions-influenced-cdc-school-guidance-emails


● 11th– CDC officials work to set up “technical discussion” with NEA/AFT to talk through
“CDC operational strategy.”

● 12th – Flurry of emails show CDC officials actively working to insert language, as requested.
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https://www.foxnews.com/politics/teachers-unions-influenced-cdc-school-guidance-emails
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/teachers-unions-influenced-cdc-school-guidance-emails


● 12th – CDC sends teachers’ unions an embargoed copy of the school reopening guidance prior
to public release.
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https://www.foxnews.com/politics/teachers-unions-influenced-cdc-school-guidance-emails


● 12th – CDC unveils new guidance on reopening schools and Education Department releases
volume 1 of guidance for in-person learning.

o Walensky claims that the release is “free from political meddling”

● 12th – AFT follows with a press release saying “CDC met fear of the pandemic with facts and
evidence.”

MARCH

● Walensky blocks off time in her schedule to meet with AFT and NEA to further discuss school
guidance.

MAY

● 1st – New York Post reports on emails obtained by APT showing NEA/AFT meddling in
crafting CDC school reopening guidance.

● 13th – CDC announces fully vaccinated American could stop wearing masks indoors and
outside.

● 14th – NEA informs White House and CDC that their union plans to criticize the end of the
mask mandate without direction for schools. Both components pledge to work with NEA.
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https://www.cnbc.com/2021/02/12/cdc-expected-to-unveil-new-school-reopening-guidance-as-biden-pledges-to-get-kids-back-to-class.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/02/12/cdc-expected-to-unveil-new-school-reopening-guidance-as-biden-pledges-to-get-kids-back-to-class.html
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/school-reopening-guidelines-cdc-color-coded-zones/?linkId=111324101&ftag=CNM-00-10aab7e&linkId=111334107
https://www.aft.org/press-release/afts-weingarten-cdcs-schools-reopening-guidelines
https://americansforpublictrust.org/news/new-records-show-cdc-director-met-with-parents-once-for-school-reopening-guidance-as-unions-had-constant-access%ef%bf%bc/
https://nypost.com/2021/05/01/teachers-union-collaborated-with-cdc-on-school-reopening-emails/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2021/05/13/cdc-says-fully-vaccinated-americans-no-longer-need-masks-indoors-or-outdoors-most-cases/
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/cdc-tightened-masking-guidelines-after-threats-from-teachers-union


● 14th – Rochelle Walensky’s calendar shows meetings with national union bosses, including
AFT’s Randi Weingarten, about the updated masking policy.

● 14th – CDC tells White House that they had met with Randi Weingarten and Becky Pringle.

9

https://americansforpublictrust.org/news/cdc-calendar-obtained-by-apt-shows-consultation-with-multiple-unions-before-tightening-mask-policy/
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/cdc-tightened-masking-guidelines-after-threats-from-teachers-union


● 15th – CDC tightens masking guidance, saying people should wear a mask at school regardless
of vaccination status.
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https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-schools-should-continue-use-masks-cdc-2021-05-15/

