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Omar Ashmawy

Chief Counsel

Office of Congtressional Ethics
U.S. House of Representatives
425 3rd Street, S.W. Suite 1110
Washington, DC 20024

Dear Mr. Ashmawy,

We respectfully request that the Office of Congressional Ethics (“OCE”) investigate
Representative T] Cox for failure to pay income taxes, a violation of federal law and the standards of
conduct for members of Congress in the House Ethics Manual.

1. Background

Representative T] Cox was elected in November of 2018 to represent California’s 21st
Congtessional District.'

On May 10, 2019, a complaint was filed with the OCE which asserted that Representative
Cox misled voters when he failed to disclose certain business interests. The complaint alleged that
“Representative Cox was grossly negligent in complying with the financial disclosure requirements
and in failing to provide voters with complete and accurate information to make an informed
selection of a candidate.” The complaint also alleged that he “willfully concealed accurate financial
information regarding current ties and past legal issues.””

On February 15, 2020, The Fresno Bee reported that Representative Cox owes nearly
$145,000 in unpaid federal income tax, with the Internal Revenue Service (“IRS”) filing a tax lien
against the congressman.’ This is the second lien filed by the IRS against Representative Cox since
2015.*

On March 18, 2020, The Fresno Bee reported that another tax lien had been filed against
Representative Cox for owing about $30,000 in back taxes to the state of California.’

II. Law

The Code of Ethics for Government Service requires that members “[u]phold the
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Constitution, laws, and legal regulations of the United States and of all governments therein and

never be a party to their evasion.”

The House Ethics Manual holds that, “[glovernment is a trust, and the officers of the
government are trustees; and both the trust and the trustees are created for the benefit of the

people.””’

House Rule 23 holds that a member shall behave at all times in a2 manner that shall reflect
creditably on the House.?

I11. Analysis

At issue is Representative T] Cox’s repeated failure to abide by the laws of the United States.
In May of 2019, a complaint was filed with the OCE, citing numerous omissions from his financial
disclosure.” In 2017, the IRS assessed a $48,000 lien against him for unpaid income taxes." Most
recently, Representative Cox is subject to two new tax liens for failing to pay his state and federal
income taxes.'' Despite failing to meet his tax obligations, Representative Cox had the resources to
make a $250,000 loan to his campaign which was repaid in full before the second and third tax lien
were filed."

The facts demonstrate that Representative Cox has a repeated history of failing to adhere to
federal law, falling short of conduct that reflects creditably on the House."” As a public official, he is
entrusted with not only making the law, but abiding by it as well.'* In this instance, his personal
financial dealings rise to more than “bureaucratic incompetence,” but rather to a systematic evasion
of financial responsibility for personal benefit.

IV. Request for Action

Representative T] Cox’s repeated failure to abide by state and federal tax law and the House
rules is a violation of public trust and a failure to maintain the integrity of the House. Therefore, we
respectfully urge the OCE to investigate this matter and any potential violations of federal law.

Sincerely,

(' awts Suvt=—

Caitlin Sutherland
Executive Director
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